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College enrolments to be
doubled by 2020: Sibal

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Jalandhar

PITCHING for radical re-
forms in India’s education
sector, Union HRD minister
Kapil Sibal has said the cen-
tre is making all efforts in this
regard and by 2020 it aims to
increase enrolment in higher
education by around two-
and-a-half times.
“Government aims to in-
crease the number of stu-
dents going to colleges by as
much as two-and-a-half
times by 2020,” Sibal said at
a function. *We will need as
many as 800-900 more col-
leges for the purpose. The
number of seats in over
40,000 colleges will also
have to be doubled,” he said.
Asserting that govern-
~ment was taking all steps in
this regard, Sibal was of the
view that the education sec-
tor calls for "big reforms" and
various legislations are al-

Tall target

m By 2020, centre aims
to increase enrolment in
higher education by
two-and-a-half times

m They will need as
many as 800 to 900
moere colleges for this
purpose

# The number of seats
in over 40,000 colleges
will also have to be

doubled

ready under the considera-
tiont of the Parliament. Sibal
also expressed deep concern
over non-conversion of en-
rolments in schools to those
in colleges and universities
in the same ratio.

‘At present, around 22
crore students go to school
out of which, only 70 lakh
finally turn up for higher

education, this gap needs to
be bridged soon,” Sibal said.
Accusing state governments
of not coordinating with the
centre while giving nods to
private varsities, Sibal the
government “does not even
know” when the bills are
passed in the assemblies
and when these universities
start functioning.

“Owners don't even
know the basics of educa-
tion. There lies the prob-
lem and states need to put
a cap on it,” Sibal said.

Sibal further said that
the structure of school edu-
cation is also being re-
vamped and by 2020, the
government hopes to com-
pletely overcome the prob-
lem of dropouts.

He also called for active
participation by the private .
sector in a bid to revamp
the educational structure,
noting that government
alone “can not do this”.
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Meta College to
impart students
hands-on training

PARADIGM SHIFT

DU works out schedule for undergraduate ad ssuons in

> Forms to make
a comeback

> Centralized
A online and

i 3 offline registration
to be available

» 2 days for admission
per cut-off list

» Colleges may come up
" with 8 to 10 cut-off lists

2012-13. Here's a Iowdown on the process -

> T 1,000 deduction
in case of cancella-
tion of admission
within due date

»50:50 welghtage to
trials and certificates for
sports & ECA admissions

> Sports trials
to be conducted
by colleges

» No migration in
second and third year
of college

» Decentralized
SC/ST admission
process

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: The launch of Meta
College will be the most ambitious
venture among the many changes
proposed in the new academic ses-
sion at Delhi University.

The varsity hasdecided tostart
acourse—BTech in humanities—
from this July. Students pursuing
the course will be free to design
their own curriculum and study in
multiple colleges, which are
brought onboard by the university
as part of Meta College, A DU offi-
cialsaidthecourseaimsatshifting
the focus of education from learn-
ing by rote to hands-en training.
DU has also got together with Ja-
mia Millia [slamia to §tart a Meta
University in the new session.

“We have a proposal to start
BTech in humanities for develop-
ing a Meta College. The academic
and executive councils are yet to
approve it. Once cleared, the
course will be launched through
the cluster innovation centre. We
will tie up with colleges for the
course. Students will be allowed to
study at different colleges for com-
pleting the degree” said vice
chancellor Dinesh Singh, He said
the course will consist of a variety

of components and students can

take up different subjects at vari-

ous colleges depending on the ex-

pertise of faculty, availability of

infrastructure and facilities,
“Students will get to experi-

ence the culture and facilities of

different colleges. We will try to

make an equitable distribution.

The course will focus on learning

through mentoring in groups and

project work,” said Singh. DU had

launched another BTech course in

innovation in mathematics and IT

last year as part of thecluster inng-

vation centre. BTech in

humanities will now be

launched to give shape to

the Meta College. With a

duration of four years,

the new course will have

20 seats. Admissions are

likely fo be based on an

entrance test and inter-

view. From this year, only

those gettingenrolledata

DU college in the first

year will be eligible to ap-

ply for BTech in humani-

ties. “The course will be

oriented towards learn-

ingabout society through

extensive project wor

the vicechancellor said.
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CBSE'S commitment on
ransparency rings hollow

Could not give away
answersheets’
carbon copies
to AIEEE candidates

PNS B NEW DELHI .

lose on the heels of IIT

Joint Entrance Examin-
ation’s (JEE) new transparent
avatar, the All India
Engineering  Entrance
Examination (AIEEE)} con-
ducted by CBSE on Sunday
disappointed its candidates.

With more than 12 lakh
students taking the examina-
tion, the largest €xamination
body in the country failed to
live up to the commitments of
the Ministry of Human
Resource Development on
transparency and giving away
the carbon copies of the
answersheets immediately
after examination .

CBSE, being the biggest
examination body of the
country, was expected to take
a lead in examination reforms
leading to transparency on
the lines of many of its hum-
ble counterparts in the coun-
try has done.

IIT-JEE did it this year
which involves giving away
the carbon copies of the
Optical Response Sheet
(ORS) to the candidates
immediately after the
examination,

The experts pointed out
that after the enactment of the
RTI Act, other similar exam-

inations, started opening up,
either by the orders of CIC,
which were forced on them
(like, IIT-JEE), and/or due to
their own willingness to adopt
transparency (e.g., Karnatka,
Kerala and UP boards).

The candidates further
questioned the commitments
of MHRD on transparency
in AIEEE and giving away
the carbon copies of the
answersheets.

They pointed out that
giving the ORS after the result
is meaningless, as by that
time score is also known. At
the most, having the ORS
after the result, one can re-
check the score; this is useless
as computer (OMR) cannot
make a mistake. Any
mistake is possible if the
answer scripts were checked
manually, which is not the
case in MCQ type of ques-
tions in AIEEE.

At the face of it, CBSE
continues to be shrouded in
secrecy. By not disclosing
answer-keys it is compelling
the students to rely on coach-
ing institutes that publish
answer-keys on the same day.
“The official publication of
the answer-keys, will enable
us to calculate our score and
assess our prospects’, point-
ed out a candidate.

“This will also help in
ascertaining the correctness
of the question/answers. In
the past, examinations, like
JEE, had errors in ques-
tion/answer set”, pointed out
the experts.
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NEW DELHE: After ITT-JEE, aspir-
ing engineering students had to
go through yet another mam-
moth exam this month — the
AllIndia Engineering Entrance
Examination (ATEEE).

More than 70 colleges fall
under the wing of this exam, a
number that includes the pres-
tigious National Institutes of
Technology. And thankfully,
Sunday’s AIEEE came to a close
without any glitches this year.

Close to 11 1akh students
appeared for the exam across
1,735 centres in the country.

said the paper was sim-
ilar to that of last year and those
who scored 50 per cent and
ahove will easily rank among
the toppers,

“The paper had the similar
difficulty level. But the Physics
section this year was slightly
simpler. Anyone scoring 50 per
cent should secure an All India
Rank of around 15,000, This
paper sets the tone for the online
exam next week,” said Gautam
Puri, managing director of CL
Educate.

The exam received mixed
response among students, some
of who claimed that Physicswas
the toughest section in the
paper.

“Physics was tougher than
what | had expected so I'm

slightly doubtful of my per-
formance in that section. Maths
and Chemistry were manage-
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This year’s AIEEE goes off without glitch

11 LAKH ASPIRANTS Paper had same difflculty level as Iast year's, online exam to be held next week

Students miss exam
due to traffic snarls

= Experts say those who scored 50 per cent and above will easily

rank among the toppers.

able but the paper was more dif-
ficult than what we thought it
would be,” said Isha Mathur, an
aspirant,

Others said that the paper
was not that difficult and those
who had their Class 12 syllabus
on fingertips would have found
it a cakewalk,

“Even though it was a multi-
ple choice paper, there was some
ambiguity. But if you were thor-
ough with your syllabus, it was
not such a difficult foat. All three
sections had the same difficul-
ty level, but I think maths was
easiest to crack,” said Rohan
Bakshi, an aspirant.

i1
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EXAM TIME

Students
appeared for
the offline exam
on Sunday

- = Experts said all three sec-
. tions moderately difficult

» Students will now appear
for the online mode of AIEEE
onMay 7,12, 19 and 26

= The exam will be conduct-
ed across 221 centres in
India and close to 1,64 lakh
students will be appearing .
for the test.

Shaswati Das and
Prabhu Razdan

™ shaswati.das@nindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Pandemonium broke
out at an AIEEE centre in
Faridabad after 11 students were
barred from taking the exami-
nation.

These students, who had
come all over Delhi and NCR,
were caught in a traffic snarl
on the Badarpur flyover and
could not reach the centres
in time.

Sources said there were over
50 examination centres in
Faridabad with nearly 50,000
students taking the test.

A larpe number of students
from Gurgaon had also
appeared in the offline exami-
nation in Faridabad on Sunday.

Those stranded outside the
centre claimed they had come
from far-off places and the traf-
fic snarls led to a short delay,
because of which the authori-
ties barred them from entering
the examination hall.

“We were late by 10 minutes.
At 9.40, the children were not
permitted to enter the centre,
We hope the CBSE will take
note of this and allow these chil-
dren to write the exam in the
online mode,” said Indu Malik,
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whose son was not allowed in.

Those opting for the online
test had their share of com-
plaints too. They claimed though
they had chosen Delhi, they
were allotted centres in remote
corners of NCR.

The online exam will be con-
ducted on May 7, 12, 19 and 26,

“We live in Haryana and we
will have to travel all the way to
Ghaziabad on May 12 for the
exam. The reporting time is 45
minutes prior to the com-
mencement of the exam and we
are very scared that the chil-
dren might end up getting late
because of the distance and the
traffic,” said Jagdish Garg, who
lives in Bahadurgarh.

The CBSE said it was not
responsible for the commuting
delay. A CBSE official said if the
parents raise their grievances,
they can suitable action.

“Itis the responsibility of the
students to reach on time, irre-
spective of traffie jams. For
those who had applied for the
online exam, it is possible that
they were assigned a different
centre and not the one they had
requested for. But if there is suf-
ficient student representation,
they can write to us and we can
address it,” said Vineet Joshi,
chairman, CBSE.
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New Delht: i—Iundreds of can-
didatesappearing for All India
Engineering Entrance Exam
(AIEEE) on Sunday had to
race against time to reach
their centres In- Faridabad
from different parts of Delhi
and NCR. Due to heavy traffic
and long distance, many could
not reach on time and ended
up protesting outside the cen-
tres as they were not allowed
totake the test.

This year, all candidates in
Delhiandneighbouringareas,
who opted for a pen-and-paper
test, were allotted centres only
in Faridabad. Delhi, Noida,
Ghaziabad and Gurgaoen will
have centres only for the on-
line AIEEE to be held on May
7,12,19and 25,

“The centre was located so
far away and the road leading
to Faridabad from Sarita Vi-
har was choked in the morn-
ing as all candidates from Del-
hi and NCR were heading
there. Though we had left
home in Lakshmi Nagar at
Tam, we could reach the centre
only around 10.15am. As a
result, my son could not take-
it,” said Bharti Jain. Fighting
disappointment, Eakansh
waited and tock the architec-

P2

AIEEE candidates stuck
in Fbd grldlock miss test

- Mukesh Monda1

LET DOWN: Due to heavy traffsc and Iong dlstance, many could not
reach on time and ended up protesting outside the centres

ture entrance exam which
was held later,

Bhartisaid: “There was to-
tal mismanagement in the ex-
am. The hall ticket mentioned
the address as KV 1, NH4.
Many parents, including us,
assumed it meant national
highway 4. Somebcdy told us
later that NH meant neigh-
bourhood,”

CBSE chairperson Vineet
Joshi said, “The board has re-
ceived just a few calls. Stu-
dents should have factored in
issues like traffic while plan-
ning as they know about the
centre and location well in ad-

vance. Though theboard isnot
responsible for candidates re-
aching the centres, they can
make a representation to the
board.”

Sanjeev Sarangi, whose
son just about managed to en-
ter the centre, said around 20-
30 candidates were not al-
lowed to take the exam despite
repeated requests, “Some par-
ents even tried to force open
the gates and that’s when po-
lice arrived. But there was no-
body to listen to their woes.
Not a single CBSE official was
present to control the situa-
tion,” hesaid.



elhi University (DU) will be introduc-

ing a central online registration sys-

tem for the 2012-13 admissions. This
will be the first time that the uni ity has
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Log on to a smooth
application process

Delhi University will introduce a centralised online pre-registration system for admissions in the new
academic year. Vatsala Shrangi reports

mon form and apply to colleges and courses of

HOW TO ACCESS

their choice. In order to n

online will have to log on

for students with no access to internet, the
o i also

stepped into the online mode for pro-regis-

trations.
The high-powered committee

Guco etorms inioe undorgros. MISSION

ate admissions for the new aca- AnMIssln“

demic session, in one of its rec-
ommendations, had suggested

that a centralised online registration system
in addition to retaining the offline (physical
forms) mode, be introduced.

The committee recommended that there
should be a centralised online registration
system and students should be asked to
specify their choice of college and course.
The results must be verified with the respec-
tive boards first, following which the data on
applicants should be forwarded to the con-
cerned colleges.

WHAT IT MEANS

Under the centralised registration system, a
common pre-registration form for all colleges
and courses will be available on the university
website (www.du.ac.in) closer to the admission
date. Students will have to only fill in that com-

has setting up

counters in colleges for acceptance of forms.

According to SK Garg, conven-
er of the committee and princi-
pal, Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Col-
lege (DDUC), students must fill in
the form carefully making sure
that the preferences indicated
against each category are correct
and must revise the form before submitting it
finally. The electronic forms will then be sent
to each college after registrations are closed.

WHO WILL BENEFIT
Online pre-registration will be a great benefit
for outstation applicants as they will only be
Tequired to come to the city during the final ad-
mission process. “It will reduce more than 50%
of the Jabour and resources of outstation stu-
dents and their parents as they will not have to
come to the city much in advance,” says Garg.
Howeper, he adds that since the online reg-
istrationl mode will be introduced for the first
time, not many people are expected fo opt for
it. A large section still seem to prefer the
physical mode of form submissions over the
online mode.

Nav Bharat Times ND 30-Apr-12

to the university website, www.du.ac.in to
fill in the common pre-registration form.
Once the form is filled in, a pin code will be
generated onhine while submitting the form.
This pin code will be a student’s unique
registration number, which will be required
at the time of one’s admission.

UNIQUE PIN CODE

The pin code that is generated at the time of
submitting the form online has to be
carefully noted down by students as it will
be required at the time of securing
admission. Garg further reiterates, “The
registration pin code is important for
securing admission. Candidates may also
take a printout of the pin code and keep it
with them when they go to respective
colleges for admission.”

OTHER CHANGES
The university has also decided to slash
eligibility criteria across all courses for
candidates applying under the OBC category.
“For the OBC category this year, the cut
off will be 10% less than that of the general
category,” says Dinesh C Varshney, deputy
dean, south campus, DU.

> FOR STUDENTS APPEARING IN THE BBS/BBE/BFIA

ENTRANCE TEST:
« Last date of application: MAY 5

e Test to be conducted on: JUNE 3
> COMMON JOURNALISM ENTRANCE TEST (CJET):

o Last date for applying: MAY 5
o Test on: MAY 27

=
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Peter Tufano, dean and professor of finance and Andrew White, associate dean of
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executwe

education, Said Business School, University of Oxford, speak to Ruchi Chopda and
Shashank Venkat on the current trends and the future of their respective fields

‘There 1s a dip
worldwide in
MBA applications’

How can

international
students, specifically
Indians, leverage the
Eurozone crisis to their
advantage?

In business, both booms and busts
give rise to opportunities. The cur-
rent economic malaise will create
© opportunities for international stu-
dents who are well-trained and
creative. The exact form of these
opportunities is not as clear. They
could lie in finding new ways to
channel capital across borders,
starting new ventures, or simply
being able to do ‘normal’ jobs in an
increasingly global world.

Have the

fundamentals of
financial education
changed post the current
economic crisis?

The fundamentals of a solid finan-
cial education have not changed
markedly in the wake of the cur-
rent economic crisis. A solid edu-
cation should focus cn tradeoffs

between risk and return, appreci-
ate how the rules of the game in-
fluence economic performance,
and understand how institutional
arrangements can influence incen-
tives. Economic crisis over the last
16 years have focused attention on
the extreme interconnectivity of
markets, the extent to which in-
centives matter, and the connect
between socjety and business.
Curriculum is adjusting to these
realities. For example, our Mas-
ter's of Law and finance pro-
gramme probes how laws, regula-
tions, institutions, incentives, and
markets interact to fund govern-
ments and businesses.

How are universities

in UK coping with the
fall in applications vis-a-
vis non-affordability of
education for local
students and tightening of
visa norms for
international students?
I can't speak of general trends in

UK higher education, but there is
a dip worldwide in MBA applica-

— Peter Tufano

tions. We are closely examining
Our programmes o ensure that
best business education is
delivered. The opportunities and
challenges facing business are
quite complex and students need
education that goes beyond
simple gkills training. By tapping
into the depth and breadth of
expertise across the university,
we can address these needs. For
example, cur Oxford 1+1 MBA
programme allows students to
craft a two-year Oxford experience
that combines depth of study in
an area such as the environment
or computing or contemporary
India with the breadth of our
highly ranked MBA programme.

The *Week of Action’

has seen thousands of
students protest against
rising costs of higher
education, What are your
views on how a middle
path can be reached?
Higher education is expensive to

provide. A vibrant higher
education sector must continue to

generate new ideas and insights in
the form of research, which is also
costly. There are some initiatives
that can lower the cost of teaching,
for example, through online
learning.

If we want to make education
available more breadly, we need
to borrow — either in the form of
government funding, or through

government or private fellow-
ships or loans — all of which
would be repaid in various ways
through a more educated and
productive workforce.

According to a recent
survey by ‘Times
Higher Education, Asian ~

universities are
Increasingly challengring
the domination of US and
UK. What according to you
are the reasons for this?

Higher education is increasingly
becoming glebal. For example,
international students comprise
over 90% of Oxford’s MBA
programme.

This diverse class enriches the
student experience. But this trend
also means that students from US
or UK will look elsewhere to study.
At the same time, the growth of
the Indian and Chinese economies
create great demands for business
training and domestic schools.
They have created excellent
programmes to meet this demand.
This suggests that rankings will be
much more fluid than in the past.
For business education as a whole,
this is a largely positive trend —
competition will force us all to
work harder.
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‘Indian students contribute to
the British student experience’

JO BEALL, director of education and society at the British Council, tells Tirna Ray, UK
is not just welcoming, but enthusiastic in hosting Indian students

Indian students are
concerned about
the withdrawal of
the Post Study
Work (PSW) route.
What do vou have
to say to them?
The first thing we
have to say is that
we support the gov-
ermment's corcern to only
admit genuine students, to
attract the best and to go for
cuality rather than quantity.
We are not interested in stu-
dents to make money out of
themm. Instead, we are inter-
ested in having students in
our universities because they want
to be in British universities because
they contribute to the universitiss'
research and student experience.
We have had a number of prob-
lemns related to bogus colleges that
we had to tackle. However, having
said that, it i= a shame that by put-
ting in place very complex visa reg-
ulations, we have created the ‘per-
ception' that the UK is not open to
intemational students. We are cate-
gorically working towards reversing
that perception towards dermnon-
strating that the UK is open for
buziness, study and in some cases,
even for worl.
We are asking the government to
think about the wider implications

for British cultural relations and
British economy, whils atthe same
time, strongly supporting the
reasons behind the decision and the
changes that have been made.

As tothe issue of ‘perceptions,’
we are working closely with the
Eritish government and trying to ad-
dress ‘perceptions,’ demonstrating
that UK is a welooming environment

— not just welcoming, ut
enthusiastic in hosting Indi-
an students who are among
the brightest and the hest.

Why do yvou think skill

education is becoming so

impeortant globally?
The global focus on skills is partly to
do with the recession and ‘recogni-
tion.' Recognition that we need to
provide people with the opportarni-
tizs they want and to help pecple
meet the aspirations they have. That
applies both for employroent and en-
trepreneurship. If you think of our
work in Africa, a large population of
the urban dwellers makes a living
outside of formal emmployment. 5o, I
think there is a recognition that
skills-support is important for peopls
to make a living, to be innorative,
creative, and 5o on. Also, some of
the events in the Middle East have
demonstrated to the world that this
iz what the young people are asking
for. When we listen to young people

in North Africa and LMiddle East, it
becomes clear that what they wrant
are skills for emnployalility, skills for
entrepreneurship, and education
that iz going to give thern jobs in the
real world.

What iz the scope for India and UK
to work in the skills area?

There is a huge soope vis-a-vis actu-
al sectors. While the UK has a lot of
expertise in the oil and gas sector, at
ancther end of the spectrun, we
have a lot to offer in the area of hos-
pitality skills or ewven livelihood relat-
el to tourism. Secondly, we car look
at the education systerm itself for
further/technical exlucation and how
we can — through a system-to-sys-
termn approach — work together to
enhance quality, look for ways to
jointly accredit and jointly deliver
courses of study.

The amkitions of the Indian gov-
erntnent are to hugely enhancoe the
cffering of higher and further/techni-
cal efucation. And to reach those
huge numbers, to extend access, 1
think India needs to draw on all the
support it can get. And UK is very
willing to work in partnership vwith
India, to support that quest.

For completa story, dick an UK an
wepen. mrvaducationtima scom

fstudyahinad
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143 TECHNICAL
INSTITUTES WANT
TO CLOSE: GOVT

New Delhi, April 29: Close
to 150 technical institutes
across the country have
applied to AICTE seeking
permission to shut shop
because of poor response to
their management and
engineering programmes,
the government has said.

According to the All-India
Council of Technical
Education, they have
received applications from
as many as 143 institutes
from 14 states to close down
their programmes, a phe-
nomenon which could
largely be attributed to
mushrooming of technical
institutes across the coun-
try.

The council, for example,
as received applications
from 56 institutes from
Andhra Pradesh for clo-
sure, while two institutes
from Tamil Nadu and five
from Karnataka have
applied for closing down
their professional courses.

These three states, accord-
ing to statistics, are consid-
ered a sought-after destina-
tion for students seeking
admission to technical pro-
grammes.

“The request for closure
of programmes is a pointer
towards a factor where sup-
ply of seats in technical pro-
gramme far outhumbers
the demands and also to the
fact that institutes need to
deliver quality or perish,”
HRD ministry officials said.

— PTI
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